
March 25, 2020 – Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
Brothers and Sisters, 
Because in these challenging times Father John and I cannot be present with you physically, I 
wanted to provide you with an update regarding various matters relating to our parish. 
 
Growing in Faith 
Please know that we are praying for each member of our parish community in our daily Masses.  We 

long to celebrate Mass with you and to be able to offer you the Sacrament of Confession.  I’d ask 

that you use some of the newfound time at home to grow closer to the Lord through a deepening of 

your prayer life.  There are a number of parish and other Catholic resources to which I hope you 

might avail yourselves.  For example, we have been updating the Basilica website with information, 

reflections, and resources that may be fruitful.  In particular, I’d urge you to watch broadcasts of the 

Mass.  We have a link to the Mass being broadcast by Bishop Barron on the Basilica website; you 

can also find it at https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/.  This would be a wonderful time to 

read Scripture or a classic book by a saint.  In addition, some parish groups have found ways to get 

together virtually.  For example, a group of men has been using videoconferences to continue their 

weekly prayer and fellowship. I hope that you might consider tools like this as a way to sustain 

groups in which you participate. 

Helping Parishioners in Need 

These are undoubtedly difficult times for many in our parish from a physical and mental health 

perspective as well as from a financial perspective.  I encourage you to reach out to your fellow 

parishioners, especially those who may be more vulnerable, to offer your support and love.  Many 

are currently facing unemployment or significantly reduced employment, and the accompanying 

financial hardship.  Through the years a number of parishioners have contributed to a small fund 

that we can use to help those facing financial distress.  If you need that help, please do not hesitate 

to reach out to me to see if we might be able to assist. 

Parish Finances 

As you might imagine, with no Sunday Masses or other visitors, our parish revenues have fallen 

dramatically over the past couple weeks—by approximately 75 percent thus far.  While we have 

worked extremely hard over the past year and a half to trim expenses, we rely on the support of our 

parishioners to keep the parish running, and we still are incurring most of our regular expenses even 

with our doors temporarily closed. While nearly everyone is in a worse financial position today than 

they were a month or two ago, not everyone has been hit as hard.  If you fall into that category, we 

could really use your help right now by your continuing to make your regular donations.  Donations 

can be made online using the link on our website (https://thebasilica.weshareonline.org/).  You can 

also mail your regular donations to the parish office.  Anything you can contribute is very much 

appreciated. 

This is a new experience for all of us. But remember these words of St. Paul: [W]e rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

which has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5) 

https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/
https://thebasilica.weshareonline.org/


 

In Christ,  

Fr. Lawrence 

 


