
 Following directives for Holy Week from the Holy See, we will postpone the Chrism 

Mass until a later date. Once the pressing health crisis has passed, we will schedule the 

Chrism Mass and call for faithful to gather in thanksgiving. 

 The suspension of public daily and Sunday Mass throughout the archdiocese continues in 

place. Priests may continue to celebrate Mass without a congregation.  

 The distribution of Holy Communion is permitted only as Viaticum. Other practices of 

“private” distribution may not take place. This diminishes the Eucharist from its proper 

liturgical and theological context. 

 April 1, was designated as a day for 12 hours of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

throughout the archdiocese.  This will be postponed.   We will provide formational 

material about how to make a good examination of conscience and a meaningful act of 

contrition. 

 Holy Week and the Triduum are the most solemn time of our liturgical year. Public 

celebrations for Holy Week, Holy Thursday and Good Friday are canceled in all of our 

parishes. I will celebrate both days from the Cathedral and those services will be live-

streamed. The modifications in the liturgical celebrations decreed by the Vatican will be 

observed. Instructions for accessing the live-stream will be posted. I will also offer the 

celebration of the Easter Vigil, as accommodated in the same Vatican decree, from the 

Cathedral. That Mass will be live-streamed. 

 The baptisms of the Elect and the receptions into full communion across the archdiocese 

are postponed until a later diocesan-wide, common date.  

 As beautiful and moving as it is, I must also request the cancelation of the celebration of 

the Via Crucis, due to the large numbers who gather for it. 

 The suspension of public celebrations of the Eucharist continues for Easter Sunday. I will 

celebrate Easter Mass at the Cathedral and that Mass will either be live-streamed or 

broadcast over network television. Bishop Schuerman will also offer the Easter Mass 

from the Cathedral, in Spanish, and I will also be present for that. More information 

about these celebrations will be forthcoming.  

 Confirmations and First Communions are now postponed until the health crisis has 

passed. When the health crisis passes, you will need to request delegation when you have 

scheduled the new Confirmation date. 


